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The  LAND  POLICY  CIRCULAR  is  issued  by  the  Division  of  Land 
Utilization,  Resettlement  Administration,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Division  of  Land  Economics  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
Its  purpose  is  to  provide  technical  information  in  the  field  of  land 
economics  to  assist  the  staff  members  of  the  Resettlement  Administra- 
tion and  its  cooperating  agencies  and  other  interested  groups  to  keep 
in  touch  with  current  developments  bearing  upon  their  work.  Its 
pages  will  serve  as  a  clearing  houge  for  information  concerning  local. 
State,  and  Federal  land  planning  activities  and  research. 
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FARM  REAL  ESTATE 
VALUES  SHOW 
INCREASE 

For  the  third  consecutive  year,  farm  real  estate  values 
in  the  principal  agricultural  sections  of  the  United  States  shovred 
an  increase.  For  the  year  ended  March  1,  1936  the  index  of  average 
value  per  acre  of  farm  real  estate,  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics,  indicated  an  increase,  for  the  United  States 
as  a  whole,  of  three  points  from  a  year  ago,  six  points  over  1934, 
and  nine  points  over  1933,  when  the  lowest  level  of  land  values 
since  before  1912  was  recorded. 

According  to  a  statement  of  B.  R.  Stauber,  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics,  in  a  recent  radio  address,  values  in  46  States 
registered  increases  during  the  past  year,  whereas  they  increased 
in  but  30  States  during  the  preceding  year. 

Farm  mortgage  credit  conditions  have  also  improved  during 
the  year,  Mr.  Stauber  said.  "Collections  on  farm  loans  have  been 
better,  fewer  farmers  have  applied  for  emergency  farm  mortgage  leans 
or  new  loans  from  Federal  agencies,  and  private  lenders  are  increasing 
their  loans.  These  all  indicate  an  encouraging  improvement  in  farm 
real  estate  credit  conditions,  and  indicate  the  progress  which  has 
been  made  in  solving  the  debt  problems  precipitated  by  the  depression. 
Another  factor  favorable  to  the  continued  increase  in  values  is  the 
maintenance  of  comparatively  lower  levels  of  farm  real  estate  taxes. 
After  1929  farm  real  estate  taxes  dropped  materially,  and  in  the 
past  two  years  have  stayed  at  lower  levels." 

The  greatest  average  value  increases,  as  compared  with  a 
year  ago,  are  in  the  East  North  Central  and  South  Atlantic  States  — 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Delaware,  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida  all  showing 
substantial  increases.  Moreover,  for  the  first  time  since  values 
began  to  decline,  the  Western  States  as  a  group  showed  consistent 
increases. 
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RECREATIONAL  DEVELOPMENTS 
PROGRESSING  UNDER  RESETTLEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION 

Under  the  land-use  program  of  the  Resettlement  Administration 
more  than  half  a  million  acres  of  land  unsuited  for  agriculture  are 
being;  purchased  ai^d  developed  for  public  recreation.  Most  of  this 
land  is  included  in  forty-six  projects  established  in  cooperation 
with  the  National  Park  Service,  and  is  located  largely  within  fifty 


miles  of  large  industrial  centers  to  provide  recreational  oppor- 
tunities for  the  thirty  million  people  living  within  driving  distance 
Of  the  sites. 

Several  projects  are  located  on  or  near  historical  sites  - 
King's  Mountain  project  South  Carolina;  Bull  Run  in  Virginia;  French 
Creek  near  the  site  of  the  old  Hopewell  furnace  where  cannon  balls 
were  cast  for  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  elsewhere,  providing  ad- 
ditional interest  for  visitors. 
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FARM  IDENTIFICATION 
MAPS  USEFUL 

"Farm  Identification"  is  a  term  used  to  denote  the  iden- 
tification and  location  of  rural  homes,  and  is  equivalent  to  the  sys- 
tem of  street  names  and  house  numbers  in  urban  areas  with  which 
we  are  all  familiar. 

The  idea  of  identifying  farms  exactly  was  originated  in 
Colorado  in  1914  byJ.B.  Plato,  developed  and  tested  in  New  York  State 
from  1919-31  in  cooperation  with  the  New  York  State  College  of  Agri- 
culture, and  carried  on  as  a  commercial  enterprise,  largely  in  Ohio, 
from  1931  to  1933. 

The  procedure  for  "identifying"  farms  usually  includes 
the  following  steps:  (a)  drawing  a  large-scale  county  road  map; 
(b)  dividing  this  map  among  residents  of  the  county  familiar  with 
their  neighborhood;  (c)  placing  on  these  maps  a  dot  and  a  number  to 
show  the  location  of  each  farm  home  or  other  rural  residence;  (d)  list- 
ing the  name  of  each  rural  family  head;  (e)  reassembling  neighbor- 
hood maps  into  a  county  map;  (f)  assigning  a  number  to  each  home  to 
indicate  its  distance  and  direction  from  a  post-office  or  trading 
center,  to  identify  the  road  on  which  it  is  located  and  to  indicate 
its  relative  location  on  that  road. 

In  1935  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  undertook  the  preparation 
of  farm  identification  maps  in  35  sample  counties  in  29  States  in 
connection  with  the  1935  Census  of  Agriculture. 
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NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
HOUSING  OFFICIALS  TO 
HOLD  REGIONAL  MEETINGS 


The  National  Association  of  Housing  officials  will  hold 
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a  regional  meeting  for  the  Middlewestern  States  June  16  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  and  another  regional  meeting  for  Nev/  England  June  23  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts, 

-  00  - 

COUNTY  CONSOLIDATION 
POSSIBILITIES  SURVEYED 
IN  KANSAS 

Although  a  study  of  the  feasibility  of  consolidating  or 
reorganizing  several  Kansas  counties  had  a  threefold  purpose  —  to 
supply  data  on  specific  situations  to  aid  in  understanding  the  prob- 
lems of  county  consolidation;  to  provide  information,  through  analyz- 
ing specific  situations  looking  toward  intelligent  procedure  and 
action;  and  to  devise  guiding  principles  for  dealing  with  the  feelings 
and  attitudes  of  the  people  —  the  latter  was  primary. 

After  analyzing  the  data  secured  in  the  survey,  Mr.  Harri- 
son L.  Euler,  the  author,  concludes  that: 

(a)  county  consolidation  seems  advisable  in  view  of  changing 
economic  and  social  conditions; 

(b)  county  unification  seems  economically  justifiable  since 
it  will  mean  savings  on  the  one  hand  and  extension  of  essential 
services  on  the  other; 

(c)  county  consolidation  seems  more  democratic  since  author- 
ity is  removed  from  local  jurisdictions; 

(d)  county  consolidation  seems  advantageous  from  a.n  edu- 
cational standpoint  since  it  would  provide  a  strong,  centrally  organ- 
ized administration. 

(e)  county  consolidation  has  been  retarded  largely  for 
socio-psychological  reasons. 

In  addition,  hov/ever,  to  the  data  gathered  during  317 
interviews  in  several  counties,  which  in  general  is  the  field  usually 
covered  in  consolidation  studies,  Mr.  Euler  attempted  to  discover 
how  people  think  about  the  question  of  consolidation.  He  concludes 
that  to  guide  thinking  along  constructive  channels  leading  toward 
intelligent  action  so  that  consolidation  or  reorganization  may  be 
made  possible  where  either  is  feasible,  an  efficiently  organized 
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and  administered  program  of  adult  education  is  one  of  the  primary 
requisites  of  long-time  planning,   1/ 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING 

IN  THE  STATE  OF  WASHINGTON 

Rural  planning  and  zoning  were  m.ade  possible  for  the  State 
of  Washington  in  1935  through  an  Act  sponsored  by  the  State  Planning 
Council.  The  lav/  permits  cities  and  counties  to  form  planning  com- 
missions of  3-12  members,  and  provides  the  legal  basis  on  which  muni- 
cipalities (including  counties,  cities  and  towns)  may  be  zoned  in 
order  that  their  development  may  be  planned  in  line  with  the  State's 
best  interests. 

Funds  for  carrying  on  the  v>'ork  are  provided  by  the  city  or  county. 
The  commissions  are  non-partisan;  members  serve  v/ithout  compensation, 
make  surveys  of  county  resources,  formulate  plans  for  conserving 
and  developing  such  resources,  and  cooperate  with  other  public  agen- 
cies in  planning,  conservation  and  development  work.  Regional  organi- 
zations may  also  be  formed  to  consider  matters  beyond  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  the  municipality  commissions. 

The  commissions  have  authorization  for  zoning,  but  specific 
provision  for  agricultural,  forestry  or  recreational  zoning  was  not 
a  part  of  the  original  act.  The  State  land  classification  program 
now  under  way,  however,  has  indicated  the  need  for  changes  in  the  Act, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  present  law  will  be  amended  or  a  new  one 
passed  to  provide  for  agricultural  zoning.  2/ 
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POWER  CONGRESS  AND 
CONFERENCE  ON  LARGE 
DAMS  TO  CONVENE  IN 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

The  Third  World  Power  Conference  and  the  Second  Congress 
on  Large  Dams  will  hold  concurrent  meetings  in  Washington.  D.  C. 


1/  "Can  Counties  be  Reorganized  -  Consolidated?"  Harrison  L.  Euler, 
Columbia  University.  JOURNAL  OF  FARM  ECONOMICS.  18  (2)  422.  May  1936. 

2/  "Planning  and  Zoning  in  the  State  of  Washington."  John  Blackmore. 
JOURNAL  OF  LAND  AND  PUBLIC  UTILITY  ECONOMICS.  XII  (2)  205.  May  1936. 
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September  7-12.  Invitation  to  all  the  countries  of  the  world  has  been 
extended  by  President  Roosevelt, 

The  World  Power  Conference  had  its  origin  in  an  endeavor 
to  aid  in  the  solution  of  some  of  the  technical,  economic,  and  social 
problems  involved  in  the  conservation  and  use  of  natural  resources, 
in  the  exchange  of  resource  products,  and  in  the  development  of  energy 
for  national  use.  In  1924  it  organized  the  first  international  confer- 
ence for  discussion  of  the  problems  faced  by  all  countries.  It  has 
consistently  maintained  a  spirit  of  cooperation  in  all  its  activ- 
ities, and  in  its  council,  all  countries  have  an  equal  voice. 

In  organization,  the  World  Power  Conference  is  a  federation 
of  national  committees  of  some  fifty  countries.  It  has  held  two 
previous  meetings,  one  in  London  in  1924;  one  in  Berlin  in  1930,  Sec- 
tional meetings  were  also  held  in  Basle,  London,  Barcelona,  Tokyo, 
and  Stockholm,  and  under  its  auspices  the  International  Commission  on 
Large  Dams,  which  held  its  first  conference  in  Scandinavia  in  1933, 
was  organized. 

The  technical  program  will  consider  the  theme,  "The  National 
Power  Economy"  at  which  every  participating  country  will  submit  a 
paper  on  each  of  the  program  topics  having  significant  bearing  on 
its  power  problems.  Tours  to  the  Northeast  and  the  far  West  and 
Canada  have  been  arranged  to  follow  the  meetings. 

President  Roosevelt  is  honorary  President  of  the  conference; 
Secretary  of  Interior  Ickes  is  honorary  Vice-President;  William  F. 
Durand  is  Chairman,  and  O.C.  Merrill.  Director.  Inquiries  concerning 
the  conference  may  be  addressed  to  the  Director,  Third  World  Power 
Conference,  7027  Interior  Building,  Washington,  D.C. 
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OHIO  VALLEY  REGIONAL 
PLANNING  COMMISSION 
IS  FORMED 

On  March  3,  a  plan  of  organization  of  the  Ohio  Valley 
Regional  Planning  Commission  was  adopted.  The  Commission  will  be 
composed  of  six  members;  the  chairman  of  the  State  planning  boards 
of  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  and  a 
sixth  to  be  named  by  the  National  Resources  Committee. 

The  Commission  was  formed  to  serve  as  a  "regional  planning 
commission  or  board  of  the  territory  which  constitutes  the  watershed 
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or  basin  of  the  Ohio  River."  Its  functions  will  include  the  "master 
or  comprehensive  and  directive  planning"  of  this  region,  and  will  not 
include  more  detailed  planes  of  planning  which  fall  quite  properly 
"within  the  scope  of  administrative  or  operative  planning,  or  the 
construction  plans  of  specific  public  works  or  the  more  detailed 
planning  of  land  uses  which  fall  properly  within  the  scope  of  admini- 
strative or  operative  planning,  or  the  construction  plans  of  specific 
public  works,  or  the  more  detailed  planning  of  land  uses  which  fall 
more  properly  within  the  scope  of  county  or  city  zoning." 

In  other  words,  the  commission  will  offer  guidance  "toward  a 
coordinated  and  adequate  development  of  the  region,  including  such 
matters  as  distribution  of  the  uses  of  land  for  urbanization,  trade, 
industry,  habitation,  recreation,  agriculture,  forestry  or  other 
purposes,  and  the  efficient,  adjusted  and  economic  utilization  and 
conservation  of  land,  water  and  mineral  resources." 

Five  classes  of  advisory  groups  will  be  established:  planning 
consultants;  local  planning  officials;  administrative  officials; 
legislators  and  citizens. 

George  Wheeler  Alcott  is  executive  secretary,  and  Alfred 
E.  Bettman,  Cincinnati,  chairman  of  the  new  Commission. 

-  00  - 

FOREST  SURVEY  PUBLICA- 
TIONS AVAILABLE 

Lithographed  maps  showing  principal  forest  types  in  colors 
have  resulted  from  the  forest  survey  of  Washington  and  Oregon.  The 
maps  are  on  a  scale  of  one-fourth  inch  to  the  mile,  and  each  State  is 
printed  in  quarters  making  a  series  of  eight  sheets  for  the  two  States. 
Maps  of  both  the  northwest  and  southwest  quarters  of  Oregon  are  avail- 
able at  this  time;  those  for  similar  quarters  of  Washington  will  be 
ready  in  June  and  August  of  this  year.  Maps  of  remaining  sections 
will  be  issued  at  later  dates.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  Forest  Service,  Pacific  Northwest  Forest 
Experiment  Station,  423-4  U.S.  Court  House,  Portland,  Oregon,  at  $1  per 
quarter. 

When  the  quarters  are  mounted  together,  complete  State 
maps  will  thus  be  available  at  small  cost. 

-  00  - 
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NORTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 
AREA  CONTEMPLATES 
REGIONAL  PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

According  to  the  April  Progress  Report  of  the  South  Dakota 
State  Planning  Board,  representatives  of  the  State  Planning  Boards  of 
Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  Montana,  Wyoming,  Nebraska,  Iowa,  and  South 
Dakota  met  at  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota  in  April  to  consider  organization 
of  an  inter-State  regional  planning  commission.  Such  a  commission 
would  have  as  its  objective  the  coordination  of  activities  bearing  on 
common  problems,  especially  those  of  an  inter-State  nature  —  i.e., 
projects  involving  water  rights  on  rivers  crossing  State  boundaries. 
Whenever  problems  of  an  inter-State  nature  arose,  meetings  of  interes- 
ted States  would  be  called. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  LAND 
TITLES  INCOMPLETE 

Approximately  13  percent  of  the  titles  to  Pennsylvania 
lands  are  incomplete  because  of  their  failure  to  show  a  transfer  of 
ownership  from  the  Commonwealth  to  the  first  individual  owner,  and 
accordingly  records  of  the  tracts  remain  on  the  respective  county  lien 
dockets.  Recent  studies  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Records,  Pennsyl- 
vania Department  of  Internal  Affairs  (Harrisburg)  show  that  lien  dock- 
ets carry  13,667  tracts  covering  2,213,841  acres. 

After  the  Last  Purchase  from  the  Indians  in  1768,  a  land 
office  was  opened  for  the  disposal  of  the  remaining  vacant  lands. 
Applicants  were  required  to  pay  for  the  number  of  acres  for  which 
they  applied.  The  surveys  made  contained  a  greater  area  than  the 
warrants  called  for,  and  the  amounts  due  for  such  surplusage  remained 
as  charges  against  the  tract,  and  interest  was  fixed  until  debts  were 
satisfied. 

The  amount  really  due  to  the  Commonwealth  and  showing  on 
the  lien  dockets  is  $808,891.90,  but  Pennsylvania  has  agreed  to  settle 
for  $205,005. 


-  00  - 
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PLANNING  BOARD 
OF  U.S.S.R. 
REVISED 

The  State  Planning  Board  of  the  Soviet  Union  was  reorganized 
by  an  Order  April  5,  1935.1/  Reorganization  was  necessary  in  order 
"to  bring  the  activities  of  the  Board  in  line  with  actual  develop- 
ment of  the  national  economic  system,  and  devote  more  time  to  syn- 
thetic planning"  (drafting  of  general  plans  based  on  coordination 
of  the  special  plans  drawn  up  for  the  different  branches  of  production) . 

The  reorganized  board  will  consist  of  a  chairman,  appoint- 
ed by  the  Council  of  Peoples  Commissaries  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
70  members  appointed  by  the  same  Council  on  the  proposal  of  the  board 
chairman  and  selected  from  among  the  principal  officials  of  the  central 
and  local  services  of  the  board,  together  with  scientists,  technicians, 
professors,  etc. 

The  board  will  administer  the  synthetic  planning  depart- 
ment which  prepares  the  general  economic  plan  and  its  different  sec- 
tions, will  supervise  its  application  and  study  the  interdependence 
of  the  different  branches  of  the  national  economic  system  and  questions 
of  method  in  preparing  plans;  and  will  also  supervise  departments 
and  branches  responsible  for  the  plans  for  separate  industries. 

-  GO  - 


INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE 
TO  DISCUSS  LAND  TENURE 
PROBLEMS 

During  the  International  Conference  of  Agricultural  Econo- 
mists to  be  held  in  Scotland  August  30-September  6,  1936,  the  subject 
for  one  day's  discussion  will  be  "The  future  of  land  tenure  in  re- 
lation to  the  development  of  agriculture",  since,  the  committee  points 
out,  "at  the  basis  of  all  farming  lies  the  ownership  and  right  of  use 
of  the  land.  Economic  and  social  progress  can  be  hastened  or  retarded 
by  the  system  of  ownership  and  rights  of  use  in  practice." 

Other  discussions  will  consider  "The  relations  of  agri- 
culture to  industry  and  the  community";  "The  future  organization  of 


1/  PRAVDA  6  April  1935, 
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farming  for  production  in  respect  of  size  of  holdings,  capital,  status 
of  labor,  etc.";  and  "The  future  of  food  consumption,  in  respect  of 
purchasing  power,  health,  dietetics,  etc." 

Information  may  be  secured  from  John  R.  Currie,  secretary. 
Economics  Research  Department ,  Dartington  Hall,  Totnes,  Devon,  England, 
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BILL  TO  CHANGE  NAME  OF 
DEPARTMENT  OF  INTERIOR 
INTRODUCED 

On  May  13  the  Senate  passed  the  Lewis  bill  —  S.2665  — 
proposing  to  change  the  name  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to 
the  Department  of  Conservation.  The  bill  was  amended  before  passage 
in  the  Senate,  to  conform  to  the  Dempsey  bill  H.R,  11642.  It  now 
awaits  action  by  the  House. 

In  a  recent  statement  Secretary  Ickes  indicated  that  "the 
proposed  title  would  be  more  indicative  of  the  normal  functions  of  the 
Department  than  is  the  present  name",  and  that  "In  enacting  this  bill 
Congress  would  not  be  abrogating  any  of  its  powers.  In  the  absence 
of  new  legislation  which  Congress  can  control,  the  present  bill  will 
not  add  to  or  take  from  any  department  of  the  government." 
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FREE  RANGE  LAND  IN 
ARKANSAS  EXAMINED 


Free  range  may  be  defined  as  the  practice  of  allowing  live- 
stock to  graze  at  large  over  the  countryside.  In  Arkansas,  according 
to  Dean  W.  Blackburn  who  has  made  a  study  there,  1/  lands  so  grazed 
are  mostly  timbered,  non-farm  lands,  but  frequently  include  farm  lands 
not  fenced.  Farmers  in  such  areas  as  a  rule  fence  only  cropped  fields. 


1/  "Use  of  Land  for  Free  Range  in  Arkansas",  by  Dean  W.  Blackburn, 
Land-Use  Planning  Specialist  for  Arkansas,  Fayetteville ,  Arkansas. 
(Resettlement  Administration  Region  VI).  April  1936.  (mimeographed) 
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and  depend  upon  unfenced  lands  for  pasture. 

According  to  Mr.  Blackburn,  this  free  range  survey  has 
served  two  purposes  —  it  has  made  possible  examination  of  the  use 
of  Arkansas  land  for  free  range,  and  offers  a  supplementary  basis  for 
land  classification,  since  it  shov/s  indirectly  those  parts  of  the 
State  found  suitable  and  unsuitable  for  crop  farming. 

Large  free  range  districts  predominate  in  those  parts  of 
Arkansas  having  the  greatest  proportion  of  undeveloped  or  non-farm 
land,  and  are  found  principally  in  the  more  mountainous  sections 
and  in  the  Western  Gulf  Coastal  Plain  region  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  State.  The  more  developed  and  improved  farming  parts  of  the 
State  including  bottom  and  bench  lands  are  closed  to  free  range, 
and  have  stock  laws  or  stock  law  improvement  districts. 

Open  and  Closed  Areas 

Fifty-nine  percent  of  the  State,  or  some  19,670,400  acres 
are  open  to  free  range,  and  include  areas  in  the  Ozark  Mountain  Region; 
the  Ouachita  Mountain  Region;  the  southern  piney  woods  section;  parts 
of  the  flat  lands  extending  north  and  south  immediately  west  of  Crow- 
ley's Ridge;  and  Arkansas  County  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
State  —  a  well  improved  farming  area,  but  without  a  stock  law. 

Closed  regions  cover  41  percent  of  the  State,  13,945,600 
acres,  and  include  the  St. Francis  and  Mississippi  River  bottoms  east 
of  Crowley's  Ridge;  Crowley's  Ridge;  White  and  Black  River  bottoms; 
Arkansas  River  Valley  from  Ft,  Smith  to  Little  Rock;  lower  Arkansas 
River  Valley  including  the  portion  of  the  Missipsippi  bottoms  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  State;  southwestern  part  of  the  State,  in- 
cluding the  portion  of  the  Red  River  Valley  lying  in  Arkansas;  por- 
tions of  Benton,  Washington,  Carroll,  and  Boone  counties  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  State. 

Advantages  vs.  Disadvantages 

Advantages  of  free  range  in  general  are  that  it  permits 
grazing  over  large  holdings  of  non-farm  lands;  reduces  fencing  costs; 
permits  the  small  farmer  to  enjoy  a  larger  farm  income  because  live- 
stock may  be  grazed  over  non-farm  lands;  reduces  farm  work  and  reduces 
taxes  paid  by  farmers. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  disadvantages  appear  to  be  that  free  range 
fails  to  encourage  better  farming  conditions;  encourages  overgrazing; 
tends  toward  production  of  livestock  of  poor  quality;  makes  control 
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of  breeding  time  and  livestock  disease  difficult;  results  in  unimproved, 
poor  quality  pastures  and  low  milk  production;  encourages  livestock 
theft;  allows  large  operators  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  local 
farmers;  causes  indiscriminate  burning  of  forests;  interferes  with 
other  uses  of  land;  and  often  results  in  accidents  caused  by  cattle 
on  the  highways. 

"A  possible  modification  of  the  free  range  system  which 
would  preserve  its  main  benefits  to  small  farmers  and  eliminate  its 
main  evils  may  be  found,"  Mr.  Blackburn  concludes,  "in  the  formation 
of  cooperative  grazing  districts.  The  prosperity  of  Arkansas  is  very 
largely  dependent  upon  a  proper  use  of  its  land.  The  State  has  much 
rough  and  waste  land,  and  some  agricultural  students  believe  that  more 
attention  should  be  given  to  livestock  production.  The  solution  of 
the  free  range  problem  is  important  in  this  connection,  and  should 
receive  adequate  consideration  by  all  citizens  of  the  State." 
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LAND-USE  PROJECTS 
UNDER  WAY  IN  RESETTLEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION  REGIONS 
(Cont'd.) 


Region  VII 

While  the  activities  in  Region  VII  for  the  six  months' 
period  ending  December  31,  1935  varied  considerably  between  States, 
the  general  objectives  have  been  the  same  —  obtaining  information 
from  which  to  develop  land  utilization  policies,  formulating  a  land 
program  from  these  policies,  and  stimulating  a  favorable  public  atti- 
tude toward  the  land  program, 

Activities  in  Nebraska  have  been  along  three  lines  —  land 
classification  studies,  type  of  farming  area  studies,  and  recommended 
cropping  systems  for  the  type~of-farming  areas.  Land  has  been  class- 
ified into  five  groups  according  to  estimated  productivity;  maps 
showing  type-of-f arming  areas  have  been  revised;  and  cropping  systems 
designed  to  maintain  soil  resources  and  at  the  same  time  provide  a 
better  balanced  and  more  profitable  farming  system  have  been  recom- 
mended. Arthur  Anderson  is  State  Land-Use  Planning  Specialist  for 
Nebraska,  and  is  located  at  the  University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln. 
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In  North  Dakota,  C.H.  Plath  (State  College,  Fargo),  has  been 
carrying  on  tv/o  State-wide  projects  —  surveys  of  land  ownership  and 
land-use.  Under  the  one,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  ovmership  of 
all  rural  land  in  North  Dakota  may  be  determined.  This  will  show  v/here 
ownership  shifts  have  occurred,  and  will  be  valuable  background  data. 
Since  96  percent  of  the  cultivated  land  in  North  Dakota  was  covered 
by  wheat  allotment  contracts,  data  on  the  location  of  cultivated  land 
have  been  obtained  from  these  records,  which  when  mapped,  will  make 
apparent  the  land-use  pattern  and  the  location  of  farming  communities. 

Summarization  of  data  gathered  in  Kansas  shows  a  low  per- 
centage of  resident  owned  land  in  the  western  as  against  a  high  per- 
centage of  resident  owned  land  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 
Galen  S.  Quantic,  State  Land-Use  Planning  Specialist,  Kansas  State 
Agricultural  College,  Manhattan,  is  proceeding  with  this  ownership 
study  in  the  62  counties  not  yet  covered.  Another  project  just 
begun  will  study  subsidies  to  farmers  in  different  sections  of  the 
State. 

Ralph  E.  Johnston,  State  Land-Use  Planning  Specialist  at 
Brookings,  South  Dakota,  has  made  studies  of  farm  finance,  taxation, 
prices  and  land  ownership  for  inclusion  in  the  State  Planning  Board 
report  on  "Agricultural  Resources".  All  studies  have  shown  the  rapid 
increase  in  public  land  in  recent  years. 

T.  S.  Thorfinnson,  Union  Terminal  Building,  Lincoln,  Ne- 
braska, is  Land-Use  Planning  Chief  for  Region  VII. 

Region  VIII 

In  Region  VIII,  comprising  the  States  of  Oklahoma  and 
part  of  Texas ,  underground  water  resources  have  been  analyzed,  and 
data  on  manufacturing  industries  have  been  studied.  Water  resources, 
their  development,  and  soil  conserving  and  soil  building  practices 
must  be  given  careful  consideration  in  any  land  and  resettlement 
program  here. 

James  Salisbury,  Oklahoma  A.  and  M.  College,  Stillwater, 
is  Land-Use  Planning  Specialist  for  Oklahoma;  Leland  S.  Paine,  College 
Station,  is  Land-Use  Planning  Specialist  for  the  part  of  Texas  within 
this  region;  and  M.F.  Burrill,  3221  Commerce  Street,  Dallas,  is  chief 
of  the  Land-use  Planning  staff  for  the  region. 

Region  IX 

In  Utah,  a  study  of  tax  delinquency  in  four  "problem  area" 
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counties  —  Duchesne,  Sanpete,  Wasatch,  and  Tooele  —  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  at  the  time  the  report  was  submitted,  a  study  of  the 
Uintah  Basin  to  measure  agricultural  resources,  present  uses  and 
adequacy  of  agricultural  income  to  provide  reasonable  standards  of 
living  and  public  services  supported  by  taxes,  was  projected.  J.  How- 
ard Maughan,  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  Logan,  Utah,  is  State 
Land-Use  Planning  Specialist. 

Several  studies  are  under  way  in  Arizona  under  the  direction 
of  State  Land  Planning  Specialist,  George  W.  Barr,  Tucson.  Sixty- 
three  irrigation  enterprises  have  been  surveyed  as  to  acreage,  ade- 
quacy of  water,  soil,  etc.,  and  as  to  additional  irrigable  areas. 
Another  involves  the  gathering  of  opinions  of  farmers  and  stock  men 
as  to  desirable  adjustments  in  land-use. 

Classification  of  irrigated  lands  along  the  Truckee  and 
Carson  Rivers  has  been  completed  in  Nevada,  and  classification  work  is 
well  under  way  in  Elko  County.  Studies  involving  comparison  between 
tree-growth  (tree  rings),  precipitation  and  runoff  are  also  going 
forward.  Types  of  forage  found  on  the  ranges  are  being  mapped  —  all 
under  the  direction  of  State  Land  Planning  Specialist  George  Hardman, 
University  of  Nevada,  Reno. 

Philip  J.  Webster,  Land-Use  Planning  Specialist,  University 
of  California,  Berkeley,  California,  is  directing  studies  of  land 
ownership  in  cooperation  with  the  Forest  Service  and  other  agencies; 
desirable  adjustments  in  farming  by  regions  and  types;  land-use  and 
governmental  costs  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  foothills;  population  distri- 
bution; extent  and  location  of  Indian  lands;  and  zoning  as  a  means 
of  land-use  control. 

New  Mexico,  now  part  of  Region  XII,  was  part  of  Region  IX 
on  December  31,  and  consequently  the  report  is  here  included.  Ralph 
Charles,  New  Mexico  State  College,  State  College,  New  Mexico,  is  Land- 
Use  Planning  Specialist.  A  land  ownership  study  has  been  completed, 
and  the  data  have  been  mapped,  A  study  of  irrigation  enterprises 
in  the  Gila  River  Basin  is  also  under  way  and  land-use  and  tax  delin- 
quency studies  have  been  projected.  E.E.  Wilson,  409  American  Trust 
Building,  Berkeley  California,  is  acting  Chief  of  the  Land-Use  Planning 
Staff  of  Region  IX. 

As  previously  mentioned,  the  above  are  brief  statements  on 
projects  under  way  in  the  various  Resettlement  Administration  regions 
—  the  information  gleaned  from  the  six  months'  report  (period  ended 
December  31,  1935)  filed  in  response  to  field  instruction  LU-3i . 
Regions  I-III  were  reviewed  in  the  April  issue;  Regions  IV-VI  in  the 
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May  number,  and  statements  on  the  remaining  regions  will  appear  in 
the  July  issue  of  this  CIRCULAR. 
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STATE  LEGISLATION  AFFECTING 
LAND  USE  ENACTED  SINCE 

January  l,  1936 


Following  is  a  list  of  State  legislatures  which  have  met 
this  year  as  well  as  those  which  are  in  either  special  or  regular 
session  at  the  present  time  (June  15),  and  also  a  brief  digest  of  the 
most  important  bills,  dealing  with  land  and  land-use  which  have  been 
enacted  into  law  this  year,  1/ 

Further  information  pertaining  to  these  or  other  laws  having 
a  bearing  on  land-use,  which  have  been  passed  and  approved  this  year, 
may  be  obtained  on  request  from  the  Land-Use  Planning  Section,  Land 
Utilization  Division,  Resettlement  Administration,  Washington,  D.C. 


ALABAMA 
CALIFORNIA 
COLORADO 
ILLINOIS 

INDIANA 
KENTUCKY 


Special  Session 

Special  Session 

Special  Session 

2nd  Special  Session 
3rd  Special  Session 

Special  Session 

Regular  Session 

1st  Special  Session 

2nd  Special  Session 

3rd  Special  Session 


Convened  February  11 
Adjourned  March  17 
Convened  May  25 
Adjourned  May  26 
Convened  March  23 
Adjourned  April  1 
Convened  January  8 
Convened  February  5 
Adjourned  March  5 
Convened  March  5 
Adjourned  March  18 
Convened  January  7 
Adjourned  February  15 
Convened  February  24 
Adjourned  March  7 
Convened  March  9 
Adjourned  March  26 
Convened  March  30 
Adj  ourned  May  9 


1/  Prepared  by  H.A.  Hockley,  Land  Utilization  Division, 
Planning  SecUon,  R.A.  Washington,  D.  C. 


Land-Use 
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MARYLAND 

OHIO 

KENTUCKY 

LOUISIANA 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MISSISSIPPI 

NEW  JERSEY 
NEW  YORK 

Pennsylvania 

RHODE  ISLAND 

VIRGINIA 

WEST  VIRGINIA 


Special  Session 


Special 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 
Regular 

Regular 
Regular 

Special 

Regular 

Regular 

Special 


Session 
Session 
Session 
Session 
Session 

Session 
Session 

Session 

Session 

Session 

Session 


Convened  March  4 
Adjourned  April  2 
Convened  May  20 
Convened  January  7 
Convened  May  11 
Convened  January  1 
Convened  January  7 
Adjourned  March  26 
Convened  January  14 
Convened  January  1 
Adjourned  May  13 
Convened  May  4 
Recessed  June  9 
Convened  January  7 
Adjourned  April  30 
Convened  January  8 
Adjourned  March  20 
Convened  June  15 


STATE  LAND-USE  LEGISLATION  ENACTED  SINCE  JANUARY  1,  1956 

DRAINAGE 

New  York 

Chapter  684:  This  law  repeals  the  existing  laws  pertaining 
to  water  power  control,  and  enacts  a  new  code  of  laws  providing  for 
the  duties  of  the  water  power  control  commissions,  These  commissions 
are  organized  as  the  governing  bodies  of  drainage  improvement  dis- 
tricts. Surveys  and  investigations  are  authorized  to  determine  drainage 
projects  for  the  district,  and  the  method  of  changing  district  bound- 
aries to  fit  the  project  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  contraction  of 
the  project  are  set  out  in  detail.  There  is  provision  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  cost  of  the  improvements. 
Approved  May  23,  1936. 

Chapter  695:  An  act  amending  the  Conservation  law  as  to 
river  improvement.  All  existing  river  improvement  laws  are  repealed, 
and  a  new  code  of  laws  providing  for  the  creation  of  districts  to  be 
governed  by  water  power  and  control  commissions.  There  is  provision 
for  surveys  and  investigations  for  improvement  projects  and  the  con- 
struction of  such  projects,  the  financing  maintenance  and  repair. 
There  is  also  authorization  to  construct  projects  with  federal  co- 
operation. 
Approved  May  22,  1936. 
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GOVERNMENT  REORGANIZATION 
Kentucky 

H.B.  1:  First  Special  Session,  This  law  completely  reorgan- 
izes the  entire  State  government.  One  of  the  changes  is  the  abolition 
of  the  State  Planning  Board.  The  Governor's  Cabinet  is  now  vested  with 
the  functions  heretofore  performed  by  the  Board.  There  is  a  newly 
organized  Department  of  Conservation  to  include  the  functions  heretofore 
performed  by  the  State  Forester,  Game  and  Fish  Commission,  and  various 
Park  Commissions.  Its  duties  will  be,  among  other  things,  to  conserve 
and  protect  the  timber  resources  of  the  State,  to  publicize  the  natural 
resources,  agricultural,  commercial  and  industrial  development. 
Approved  March  7,  1936, 

LAND  USE 

Alabama 

S.B.  62:  This  is  an  act  to  declare  the  public  policy  of 
the  State  as  to  the  control,  elimination,  and  prevention  of  wet, 
swamp,  or  overflow  lands,  as  affecting  public  health,  general  welfare 
or  public  convenience,  or  in  aid  of  agriculture.  There  is  created  in 
each  county  of  the  State  a  drainage  district,  and  the  county  board 
of  revenue  or  commissioners  is  to  exercise  the  powers  of  a  board 
of  drainage  commissioners.  There  is  in  existence  in  Alabama  another 
drainage  law,  but  this  new  act  is  to  have  no  effect  upon  the  already 
existing  drainage  districts  organized  under  the  "Alabama  Drainage 
Law".  The  drainage  com.missioners,  upon  petition  by  land  owners  may 
engage  in,  or  assist  such  owners  in  inspecting  and  maintaining  drain- 
age projects  using  county  equipment  where  possible,  or  may  rent  such 
equipment.  There  may  also  be  established  sub-districts  to  assist  the 
purposes  of  the  drainage  districts  established  under  the  "Alabama 
Drainage  Law",  and  for  the  development  of  systems  for  the  prevention 
of  soil  erosion  so  far  as  there  may  be  no  conflict  with  the  latter 
law.  Improvement  costs  are  to  be  pro-rated  among  the  land  owners 
benefitted. 
Approved  April  15,  1936= 

S.B._102:  An  Act  to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act  of  1936.  The  extension  ser- 
vice of  the  Alabama  Polytechnic  Institute  is  designated  as  the  agency 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  administer  the  plans  authorized  by  the 
Federal  Act.  The  Extension  Service  is  authorized  and  empowered  to 
formulate  and  submit  to  the  Secrerary  of  Agriculture  a  State  plan  for 
each  calendar  year  to  promote  such  utilization  and  such  farming  prac- 
tices as  the  Extension  Service  finds  will  tend  to  preserve  and  improve 
soil  fertility,  promote  the  economic  use  of  land,  diminish  exploitation 
and  wasteful  use  of  natural  soil  resources.   Upon  the  approval  of  the 
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plan  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  the  Extension  Service  is  author- 
ized to  receive  all  grants  of  money  under  the  Federal  Act  to  enable 
the  State  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  plan. 
Approved  March  31,  1936. 

Mississippi 

S.B.559:  An  Act  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  Federal 
Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act.  The  law  authorizes  the 
Mississippi  State  College  to  act  as  the  agency  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi and  to  administer  any  State  plan  authorized  by  this  act  and 
approved  by  the  Secrerary  of  Agriculture.  The  college  is  directed  to 
formulate  and  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  a  State  plan 
for  each  year,  such  plan  to  promote  the  utilization  of  land  and  such 
farming  practices  as  the  college  finds  will  tend  to  preserve  and  im- 
prove soil  fertility,  promote  the  economic  use  of  land,  diminish  the 
exploitation  and  wasteful  use  of  natural  soil  resources,  and  re-estab- 
lish and  maintain  a  ratio  between  the  purchasing  power  of  farm  and  non- 
farm  income.  Such  plan  shall  provide  for  adjustments  in  the  utiliza- 
tion of  land  and  farming  practices  and  the  effective  administration 
of  the  plan.  The  college  is  empowered  to  accept  and  receive  all  grants 
of  money  made  pursuant  to  the  Federal  Act,  and  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  plan. 
Approved  March  25,  1936. 

South  Carolina 

Act  492:  A  Joint  Resolution  providing  for  the  assent  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  to  the  provisions  and  purposes  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act  of  1936.  The  law  authorizes 
Clemson  Agricultural  College  to  act  as  the  State  agency  for  receiving 
and  dispersing  grants  offered  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  The 
college  is  further  authorized  to  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
a  State  plan  to  effectuate  the  purposes  of  the  Federal  Act,  and  to 
provide  for  such  methods  of  administration  of  the  plan  by  county  and 
community  committees  organized  for  such  purposes  as  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  finds  necessary  for  the  effective  administration  of  the 
plan. 
Approved  May  9,  1936. 

Virginia 

Chapter  163:  An  Act  to  authorize  the  State  highway  com- 
mission to  acquire  "scenic  easements"  or  parcels  of  land  on  both 
sides  of  Shenandoah  Great  Smoky  Mountain  National  Parkway  and  to 
authorize  the  State  highway  commissioner  to  transfer  such  easements 
to  the  United  States.  The  term  "scenic  easement"  means  the  right 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  restrict  the  use  of  any  and  all  land 
covered  by  the  easement  so  that  the  owner  of  the  said  land  shall  not 
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have  the  privilege  or  right  to  erect  any  building,  pool  or  other 
structure  or  to  construct  thereon  any  private  road  or  drive,  or  to 
require  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  construct  any  excess  road  or 
drive,  or  to  remove  or  destroy  on  any  of  the  said  land  any  trees, 
plants  or  shrubbery,  or  to  place  thereon  any  dumps  of  ashes,  trash 
or  unsightly  or  offensive  m.aterial,  or  to  place  on  display  thereon 
any  signs,  billboards  or  advertisement. 
Approved  March  11,  1936. 

MORTGAGES 

Mississippi 

S  ■  B .  84 :  An  act  to  grant  relief  from  inequitable  fore- 
closures of  mortgages  on  real  estate,  and  to  postpone  certain  sales 
and  grant  periods  of  redemption  for  others.  The  Act  applies  only  to 
mortgages  made  prior  to  March  4,  1933,  but  shall  not  apply  to  mort- 
gages made  prior  to  March  4,  1933,  which  have  been  since  April  4,  1934, 
removed  or  extended  for  (a)  a  period  ending  more  than  one  year  after 
April  4,  1934;  or  (b)  which  have  been  or  shall  be  extended  by  agree- 
ment so  as  to  be  payable  in  monthly  installments  extending  over  a 
period  of  more  than  three  years.  No  postponement  or  extension  shall 
be  ordered  under  conditions  which  under  the  temporary  emergency  would 
substantially  diminish  or  impair  the  value  of  the  contract  or  the 
obligation  of  the  person  against  whom  the  relief  is  sought  without 
reasonable  allowance  to  justify  the  exercise  of  the  police  power 
authorized  by  the  Act.  When  the  mortgagee,  owner,  trustee,  or  other 
persons  having  like  power,  shall  determine  to  foreclose  a  mortgage, 
executed  prior  to  March  4,  1933,  he  may  proceed  by  a  bill  in  chancery. 
The  Act  provides  the  details  for  adjusted  payments  of  the  mortgage 
for  a  period  not  to  exceed  two  years.  If  any  mortgagee  attempts  to 
foreclose  otherwise  than  according  to  this  Act,  such  proceedings  may 
be  enjoined  by  the  mortgagor  or  owner  in  possession,  and  if  it  can  be 
affirmatively  shown  in  the  petition  seeking  such  injunction  that 
petitioner  is  unable  under  Federal  regulations  to  refinance  the  in- 
debtedness or  that  the  creditor  or  holder  of  the  indebtedness  sought 
to  be  enjoined  has  refused  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  refinancing 
offer,  the  injunction  may  be  granted.  If  the  mortgagor  or  other 
interested  person  for  whose  relief  this  statute  is  enacted  shall  make 
default  in  the  payments  required  in  proceedings  under  this  Act,  the 
right  to  a  further  postponement  of  a  final  sale  shall  terminate 
thirty  days  after  such  default,  and  the  mortgagee  shall  thereupon  be 
entitled  to  apply  for  final  decree  of  sale  upon  the  satisfactory 
showing  that  the  default  has  occurred  provided  that  if  the  default 
can  be  explained  upon  the  ground  of  casualty  or  any  reason  beyond  the 
control  of  the  defaulter,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  court  can  be 
remedied  within  a  reasonably  short  period,  the  court  shall  have  power 
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to  excuse  the  default.   Deficiency  judgments  cannot  be  obtained  prior 
to  May  1,  1938. 
Approved  March  26,  1936. 

PLANNING 

Massachusetts 

Chapter  211:  An  Act  to  provide  for  an  improved  method  of 
planning.  This  lav/  provides  for  a  new  method  for  appointing  (for 
cities)  or  electing  (for  towns)  planning  commissions.  In  towns  having 
a  population  exceeding  ten  thousand  (10,000)  the  creation  of  planning 
commissions  is  made  mandatory.  The  law  provides  in  detail  the  pro- 
cedure for  approving,  filing,  and  recording  of  plats  for  subdivisions, 
for  constructing  public  improvements,  etc. 
Approved  April  8,  1936. 

Chapter  278:  An  Act  to  authorize  the  State  Planning  board 
to  act  as  a  representative  of  Massachusetts  for  the  purpose  of  meet.ng 
with  commissions  or  individuals  of  other  neighboring  States  in  order 
to  negotiate  compacts  to  regulate  development  and  improvement  of  the 
natural  waterways  flov/ing  through  these  States  including  the  elimination 
of  pollution  and  carrying  out  all  public  works  projects.  Reports 
are  to  be  made  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  progress  on  negotia- 
tions and  recommend  such  legislation  as  it  deems  necessary  to  supple- 
ment the  compacts. 
Approved  May  19,  1936, 

Minnesota 

Chapter  35:  A  zoning  enabling  act  for  second  class  cities. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  existing  enabling  act  for  such  cities. 
Approved  January  18,  1936. 

Virginia 

H.B.  504:  An  Act  to  amend  the  county  zoning  enabling  act 
for  counties  having  a  population  of  five  hundred  to  the  square  mile. 
This  amendment  is  to  add  a  new  section  (6a)  to  provide  that  in  case 
of  a  protest  against  a  proposed  am.endment  to  the  county  zoning  or- 
dinance by  the  owners  of  20  percent  or  more  of  the  area  to  be  changed, 
or  the  land  within  five  hundred  feet  of  the  boundary  of  the  area  of 
land  included  in  such  proposed  amendment,  such  proposed  amendment 
shall  not  become  effective  except  by  the  favorable  vote  of  four- 
fifths  of  all  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors  or  other  government 
body  of  such  county. 
Approved  March  27,  1936, 
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Chapter  427:  An  act  authorizing  the  appointment  by  the  board 
of  supervisors  of  any  county  of  a  county  planning  commission.  Such 
commission  shall  consist  of  five  persons,  one  either  a  county  manager, 
a  county  executive,  a  county  engineer  or  a  county  director  of  public 
works,  where  such  officers  are  provided  for.  All  other  members  of 
the  commission  shall  be  appointed  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors 
for  terms  of  four  years,  and  may  not  be  elective  public  officers  or 
assistants.  The  function  and  duty  of  a  county  planning  commission 
is  to  make  and  adopt  a  master  plan  for  the  physical  development  of 
the  unincorporated  territory  of  the  county.  Such  master  plan  shall 
show  the  commission's  recommendations  for  the  development  of  the  ter- 
ritory covered  by  the  plan,  and  may  include  location,  character, 
and  extent  of  streets,  roads,  bridges,  waterways,  parkways,  forests, 
reservations  and  other  public  ways,  grounds  and  places;  general  loca- 
tion and  extent  of  publicly  owned  utilities;  the  acceptance  or  change 
of  use  of  any  of  the  public  ways  or  grounds,  buildings,  properties; 
general  character,  location  and  extent  of  forests,  agricultural  areas, 
open  development  areas  for  the  purposes  of  conservation,  food  and 
water  supply,  sanitary  and  drainage  facilities;  a  land  classification 
and  utilization  program;  the  distribution  of  population  and  the  use 
of  land  for  trade,  industry,  habitation,  recreation,  agriculture, 
forestry,  soil  and  water  conservation,  and  other  purposes.  In  the 
preparation  of  a  master  plan  the  commission  shall  make  careful  and 
comprehensive  surveys  of  the  existing  conditions  and  probable  future 
changes.  In  order  to  accomplish  the  coordinated  development  of  the 
county,  the  commission  may  adopt  the  county  master  plan  as  a  whole 
or  in  part,  as  the  plan  progresses.  Upon  the  adoption  by  the  planning 
commission,  such  adopted  plan,  or  parts,  or  amendments,  thereof, 
shall  be  certified  to  the  county  board  of  supervisors.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  county  planning  commission  to  promote  the  cooperation 
of  the  planning  commissions  of  incorporated  towns  within  that  county 
with  the  county  plan.  Whenever  any  county  planning  commission  shall 
have  adopted  the  master  plan  of  the  county  or  any  part  thereof,  and 
the  same  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  such 
county,  thenceforth  no  road,  park,  public  way,  public  building,  or 
public  utility  shall  be  constructed  or  organized  in  the  unincorporated 
territory  of  the  county  until  the  proposed  location  and  extent  shall 
have  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  such  county  planning  commission. 
The  county  planning  commission  shall  cooperate  with  the  State  planning 
board  in  the  preparation  of  State  aid  plans  as  may  affect  the  county 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  county  planning  commission.  All 
surveys,  reports,  and  plans  shall  be  filed  with  the  State  planning 
board. 
Approved  March  30,  1936. 
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PUBLIC  LANDS 

Minnesota 

Chapter  105:  This  law  is  to  amend  the  laws  of  1935,  Chapter 
386,  Section  1.  All  tax  reverted  lands  of  the  State  shall  be  clas- 
sified by  the  county  board  of  the  county  wherein  such  lands  lie  as 
agricultural  and  nonagricultural  land,  the  classification  to  be  approved 
by  the  conservation  commission  before  such  lands  are  offered  for  sale. 
In  making  such  classification,  the  county  board  may  make  use  of  any 
data  as  the  State  land-use  committee  and  the  county  land  classifica- 
tion committee  of  such  county  may  have  available  at  the  time  of  classi- 
fication. The  land  is  then  to  be  appraised,  and  may  be  sold  at  public 
or  private  sale  for  cash  only  and  at  the  appraised  value  unless  the 
county  board  shall  determine  otherwise,  in  which  case  the  install- 
ment payment  may  not  exceed  ten  (10)  equal  annual  installments,  and 
at  least  ten  percent  (10  percent)  of  the  purchase  price  must  be  paid  at 
the  time  of  purchase. 
Approved  January  27,  1936. 

Mississippi 

H.B.275A:  An  Act  to  revise  the  records  of  State  forfeited 
tax  lands.  Its  purpose  is  to  clarify  the  duties  of  the  land  commis- 
sioner relative  to  these  tax  forfeited  lands,  and  quietening  title  to 
such  forfeited  lands.  The  land  commissioner  is  to  prepare  a  list  of 
lands  forfeited  to  the  State  for  delinquent  taxes,  and  submit  the  list 
to  the  attorney  general  who,  after  examination,  shall  notify  the  land 
commission  to  strike  from  the  list  lands,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
attorney  general,  are  the  property  of  the  State.  Such  State  lands  are 
then  to  be  certified  to  the  clerks  of  the  chancery  courts,  The  land 
commissioners  m-ay  fix  a  price  at  not  less  than  $1.00  an  acre  unless 
the  value  has  been  determined  to  be  less  than  $1.00  an  acre,  but  in  no 
case  less  than  the  amount  of  the  taxes  for  which  .lands  were  for- 
feited; and  shall  sell  such  lands.  Such  sales  shall  be  by  contract; 
and  the  purchase  price  may  be  paid  in  installm.ents .  The  vendee  must 
pay  the  taxes  on  the  property  from  the  date  of  the  contract  of  sale. 
If  he  fails  to  pay  such  taxes,  the  contract  shall  be  cancelled,  and 
the  amount  already  paid  may  be  retained  by  the  State  as  liquidated  dam- 
ages. The  sales  receipts  from,  the  lands  shall  be  pro-rated  among  the 
taxing  authorities  according  to  the  amounts  due  at  the  time  of  the  for- 
feiture to  the  State.  There  is  a  provision  that  the  lands  may  be 
rented  or  leased. 
Approved  March  26,  1936. 

REAL  PROPERTY  TAXES 
New  Jersey 

Chapter  53:    An  Act  relating  to  collection  of  delinquent 
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municipal  liens.  Where  the  governing  body  of  a  municipality  elects 
to  avail  itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  resolution  to  this 
effect  shall  be  passed.  The  act  provides  that  all  taxes,  assessments, 
tax  sale  certificates  held  by  the  municipality  or  other  municipal 
liens  in  arrears  on  January  1,  1936  and  not  yet  paid  and  satisfied 
may  be  totaled,  and  such  total  sum  shall  be  spread  over  a  period  of 
five  years  payable  in  monthly  or  quarterly  installments  with  7  percent 
interest  on  the  unpaid  balances. 
Approved  April  7,  1936. 

Ohio 

S .B.559:  First  Special  Session:  An  Act  defining  the  pro- 
cedure for  the  payment  of  delinquent  taxes.  There  is  provision  for 
the  releasing  of  all  penalties  and  costs  providing  the  taxes  are  paid 
by  the  end  of  1936;  the  1935  taxes  must  also  be  paid.  There  is  a 
provision  for  the  payment  of  the  delinquent  taxes  in  installments, 
and  the  penalties  are  also  released. 
Approved  October  2,  1936. 

Virginia 

H.B.  8:  An  Act  authorizing  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
counties  to  release  all  penalties,  interests  and  costs  accruing  on 
any  taxes  upon  real  estate  due  such  county  or  any  district  of  such 
county  for  the  year  1935  and  of  all  previous  years  that  are  unpaid 
at  the  time  the  resolutions  of  the  board  of  supervisors  become  ef- 
fective. Such  release  shall  be  made  upon  condition  that  all  taxes 
due  for  the  year  1935  and  of  previous  years  shall  be  paid  on  or  before 
the  fifth  day  of  December  1935.  Collectors  of  taxes  shall  not  be  held 
liable  for  the  collection  of  any  penalties,  interests,  or  costs  by  any 
county  taking  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
Approved  February  24,  1936. 
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RECENT  ARTICLES  AND  PUBLICATIONS 

Periodical  Articles 

"Frontier  Economy  in  Southwestern  Pennsylvania".    Solon  J.  Buck. 
AGRICULTURAL  HISTORY.  X  (1)  14.  January  1936.  (Washington,  D.C.) 

Southwestern  Pennsylvania  is  of  peculiar  interest  to  the 
student  of  frontier  economy,  Mr.  Buck  believes,  since  it  was  the 
"first  area  west  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains  to  be  occupied  by  the 
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advancing  army  of  homeseekers  that  was  destined  to  sweep  across  the 
continent. " 

The  characteristics  of  this  frontier  economy  begun  in  1766, 
so  well  described  by  the  author,  while  similar  to  those  of  other  areas, 
were  "intensified  by  the  isolation  of  the  region... and  differed  from 
those  of  other  frontier  areas  because  of  differences  in  the  physical 
environment,  in  the  cultural  background  of  the  pioneers,  and  in  the 
scientific  and  technological  equipment  available  during  the  period 
of  occupation. " 

Settlers  came  mostly  from  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Penn- 
sylvania where  they  had  been  accustomed  to  frontier  conditions,  and 
were  of  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  and  German  descent,  hoping  to  improve 
their  economic  status.  So  rapid  was  the  migration  that  while  in  1766, 
when  the  population  was  but  a  few  hundred,  1774  found  40,000  residents 
and  1790,  65,000. 

Three  rather  indistinct  stages  of  progress  are  noted  —  the 
hunter-pioneer  settler  who  moved  on  v;hen  civilization  pressed  him  too 
closely;  the  pioneer  v/ho  sought  to  build  a  home  and  create  some 
wealth,  but  who  did  not  have  all  the  necessary  qualities  for  success, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  third  type,  a  man  of  property  and  character, 
who  practiced  a  more  diversified,  careful  agriculture.  The  lines 
cannot  be  closely  drawn;  the  types  merge  and  become  indistinct,  fre- 
quently the  first  settler  being  the  successful  one,  etc. 

The  19th  century  saw  frontier  economy  giving  way  to  spec- 
ialized activities,  some  manufacturing,  and  the  eventual  rise  of  the 
iron  and  steel  industries,  which  were  under  way  by  1820. 


"Supplementary  Homesteads  in  Recent  German  Land  Settlement".  Erich 
Kraemer.  JOURNAL  OF  LAND  AND  PUBLIC  UTILITY  ECONOMICS.  May 
1936.   (337  E.  Chicago  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois.) 

The  author  explains  that  while  "supplementary  homesteads" 
are  in  some  respects  similar  to  what  we  in  this  country  call  sub- 
sistence or  part-time  farms,  this  type  of  settlement  does,  never- 
theless, have  certain  distinguishing  features:  the  farming  operations 
supplement  receipts  from  main  occupation;  the  agricultural  land  of  the 
homesteads  is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  a  family;  agricultural  pro- 
duction is  for  home  consumption;  holdings  are  located  near  large 
cities,  small  towns,  or  in  open  country;  agricultural  land  is  attached 
to  or  located  nearby  the  dwellings. 

The  idea  is  not  new  in  Germany  —  in  1933  there  were  over 
3,000,000  supplemental  homesteads  —  such  holdings  were  fostered  long 
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before  the  World  War,  and  by  public  and  private  agencies  following  it. 
Arguments  favoring  such  establishments  have  been  biological,  socio- 
economic, cultural  and  national-political  in  character. 

The  machinery  for  establishing  settlers  and  the  results 
of  the  movement  are  described  by  the  author. 


"Geography  and  its  Function  in  Regional  Planning."  G,  Donald  Hudson. 
PLAN  AGE  2  (4)  7.  April  1936. 

In  order  to  adjust  his  activities  to  nature,  man  must  di- 
cover  and  understand  the  relationships  between  his  activities  and  the 
resources  nature  has  to  offer.  Many  examples  are  offered  —  differ- 
ences in  grape  growing  techniques  in  France  and  Syria  due  to  soil  and 
climatic  features;  localized  industry  because  of  particular  conditions 
of  climate,  raw  material  supply,  market  accessibility,  etc. 

"Geographic  relationships,  that  is,  the  relationships  be- 
tween man  and  nature,  must  be  discovered  and  understood  if  human 
activities  are  to  be  rearranged  so  that  haphazard,  unplanned,  and 
unintegrated  social  and  industrial  development  can  be  replaced  by 
order,  design,  and  forethought  —  the  aim  of  regional  planning." 


"Why  a  Land-Use  Program  for  Florida?"   C.A.  Wiley.   FLORIDA  GROWER. 
XLV  (2)  5.   February  1936. 

Florida  has  more  than  30  million  acres  not  in  farms  which 
should  constitute  the  basis  of  its  worth  and  production.  The  15  mil- 
lion acres  of  cut-over  land  which  could  regrow  forests  must  be  en- 
couraged to  do  so.  Florida  has  potential  recreational  fields  second  to 
none  in  the  country.  Florida's  advantages  can  be  made  economic  assets 
far  superior  to  those  resulting  "from  further  settling  of  small-scale 
farmers  who,  after  denuding  lands  of  their  forests,  will  become  stranded 
farmers  with  products  to  sell,  but  no  markets." 


Bulletins 

WISCONSIN  PUBLIC  WELFARE  REVIEW.    February  1936.    Public  Welfare 
Department.  State  of  Wisconsin,  Madison. 

Includes,  in  addition  to  report  on  other  activities,  a 
brief  statement  on  Camp  Mather,  Juneau  County,  a  transient  camp 
loaned  to  Resettlement  Administration  to  further  its  Works  Program 
activities  in  the  State. 


-  24  - 


"Financing  Agriculture  in  1935".   Farm  Credit  Administration  Cir- 
cular A-6.   (Washington,  D.C.  1936) 


SOIL  CONSERVATION.  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Soil  Conservation 
Service.  Vol.  1,  No.  10.  May  1936. 

This  issue  contains  articles  on:  Studies  of  Reservoir  Silting; 
Silting  and  Erosion  Information  on  the  Colorado  River;  Hydraulic 
Studies  of  Erosion  Control;  Wind  Erosion  in  Utah;  Flood  Control  Work 
in  Italy. 


"The  Story  of  Resettlement  in  the  Ninth  Region."  Resettlement  Ad- 
ministration Region  IX,  American  Trust  Building,  Berkeley,  Cali- 
fornia, 

The  problems  in  Region  IX,  and  the  divisions  of  Resettle- 
ment Administration  established  to  cope  with  them. 


"Length  of  Residence  of  the  Heads  of  Families  in  Selected  Rural  Areas 
of  Ohio."  C.E.  Lively.  Ohio  State  Preliminary  Research  Bulletin. 
September  1,  1935.   (Columbus,  Ohio  -  mimeographed.) 

Data  taken  as  of  January  1,  1935,  and  collected  by  personal 
visitation  of  2,554  rural  households  (2,698  families)  located  in  nine 
Ohio  counties  —  including  western  agricultural,  northeastern  indust- 
rial and  southeastern  hill  sections  —  show  length  of  residence  of 
the  heads  of  farm  families.  Some  of  the  more  significant  of  the 
findings  follow; 

The  median  number  of  years  of  longest  continuous  residence 
of  male  heads  of  families  in  the  county  of  residence  was  31.5;  female 
heads  43.7.  Of  the  male  heads,  9.4  percent  had  a  continuous  resi- 
dence of  less  than  five  years  in  the  county.  Villagers  showed  a  some- 
what shorter  continuous  residence  than  open-country  residents.  Simi- 
larly, male  heads  of  families  on  relief  had  a  median  continuous  resi- 
dence of  27.4  years  in  villages,  and  28.3  years  in  the  open  country. 
Median  continuous  residence  v/as  lowest,  21.8  years,  in  the  northeastern 
urban  section,  and  highest,  37.0  in  the  southeastern  hill  section 
of  the  State. 

Occupation  figures  are  interesting.  The  median  number  of  years 
of  longest  continuous  residence  for  male  family  heads  in  the  pro- 
fessional group  was  15  years;  farm  owners  40.7  years;  unskilled  workers 
25.2  years;  heads  not  gainfully  employed  31.9  years. 
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Data  were  also  collected  to  show  residence  within  the  State 
as  well  as  within  the  nine  counties  studied.  Thus  observed,  the 
median  number  of  shears  of  longest  continuous  residence  of  male  heads 
of  families  in  Ohio  was  42-0;  ?:elief  heads  averaged  39.2  years;  non- 
relief  heads  42.5  years;  village  heads  41.3  years;  open  country  heads 
42.4  years;  professional  heads  30.0  years;  farm  owners  50.4  years; 
unskilled  workers  34,8  years;  heads  not  gainfully  employed  46.4  years, 


PROCEEDINGS  of  the  Southern  Planning  Conference,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
December  4-5,  1935.  (Fourth  District  National  Resources  Commit- 
tee,  H.T,  Mcintosh,  District  Chairman,  Albany,  Georgia.) 

The  Southeastern  Planning  Conference  was  arranged  by  Dis- 
trict IV  of  the  National  Resources  Committee  (South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  and  Alabama)  to  bring  together  those  interested  in  present 
and  prospective  planning  activities;  to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
exchange  of  information  and  experience  between  representatives  of 
State  and  local  governments,  and  others;  and  to  stimulate  interest 
in  national.  State  and  local  planning. 

Among  the  papers  read  at  the  meeting  were  the  following; 

"Development  of  the  National  Plan"  -  C.W.  Eliot,  2nd 
"Organization  of  City  and  County  Planning  Boards"  - 

Robert  Randall 
"State  Planning"  -  Morton  L.  Wallerstein 
"State  Planning  in  Florida"  -  C.B.  Treadway 
"A  Forestry  Program"  -  Joseph  C.  Kircher 
"The  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Canal"  -  Gen.  Sumter  L.  Lowry 
"The  Rural  Resettlement  Program"  -  Dr.  Philip  Weltner 
"Regional  Planning"  -  E.S.  Draper 


LAND  SETTLEMENT:  A  report  for  the  Carnegie  United  Kingdom  Trustees 
by  A.W.  Menzies-Kitchen,  Cambridge  University.  (T.  and  A.  Con- 
stable Ltd,,  Edinburgh,  Scotland..) 

Land  settlement  studied  by  Mr.  Kitchin  not  "specifically 
from  the  standpoint  of  relief  of  unemployment,  but  more  generally 
as  a  social  problem."  To  be  reviewed  in  a  later  issue  of  this  CIRCU- 
LAR. 

"Objectives  of  Regional  Planning",  G.T.  Renner.  "Political  and  Ad- 
ministrative Aspects  of  Regional  Planning",  Marshall  E.  Dimock. 
"Accomplishments  in  Regional  Planning",  C.W.Eliot,  2nd. 
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Three  related  papers  on  different  aspects  of  regional  plan- 
ning, delivered  at  the  National  Conference  on  Planning,  Richmond, 
Virginia,  May  6,  1936.  Published  in  mimeographed  form  by  National 
Resources  Committee,  Interior  Building,  Washington,  D,C, 

These  and  other  papers  will  appear  in  the  printed  proceed- 
ings of  the  session,  and  may  be  obtained,  as  published,  from  the 
American  Planning  and  Civic  Association,  901  Union  Trust  Building, 
Washington,  D.C.,  or  from  the  American  Society  of  Planning  Officials, 
850  E.  58th  St.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


"Soil  Conservation  —  Its  Place  in  National  Agricultural  Policy". 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Agricultural  Adjustment  Admin- 
istration.  G-54.   May  1936  (27  pp.) 

A  booklet,  largely  the  work  of  B.W.  Allin  of  the  Planning 
Division  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration,  explains  why 
a  soil  conservation  program  is  needed,  and  what  it  should  do.  Land 
tenure,  land  values,  absentee  ownership,  speculation,  etc.,  are  briefly 
discussed,  and  remedies  are  suggested. 


PLANNING  BROADCASTS.  A  bulletin  of  the  American  Planning  and  Civic 
Association  (901  Union  Trust  Building,  Washington,  D.C.)  Series 
of  1936.  May. 

Selections  taken  from  the  addresses  delivered  May  4-6, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  at  conference  on  Planning  —  Large-scale  Housing 
and  the  City  Plan;  City  Planning  and  the  Urbanism  Study;  Relationship 
between  State  Planning  Board  and  Local  Planning  Agencies;  Incentives 
and  Objectives  in  Regional  Planning,  etc. 


"Agricultural  Labor  in  the  United  States  1915-1935".  A  selected  list 
of  references.  E.M.  Colvin  and  J.C.  Folsom.  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  Bibliography 
No.  64.  December  1935. 

"The  bibliography  was  designed  to  bring  to  date  and  amplify 
the  material  contained  in  the  bibliography  entitled  'Farm  Labor  Re- 
search in  the  United  States  ",  compiled  by  J.C.  Folsom,  and  published 
in  the  INTERNATIONAL  LABOUR  REVIEW  for  May  1932.  Contains  references 
on  the  farm  labor  situation  in  general,  training  of  the  agricultural 
laborer,  mobility  of  labor,  migratory  labor,  strikes  and  unrest  of 
agricultural  laborers,  etc. 
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Books 

DEMOCRATIC  DESPOTISM.   Raoul  E.  Desvernine.   Dodd  Mead  and  Company, 
New  York,  1936.   $2. 

Depicts  a  paradox  in  American  political  developments.  It 
demonstrates  the  incompatability  between  Constitutional  democracy  and 
the  new  despotisms  —  Fascism,  Nazism,  Communism,   and  Kamalism. 
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LEGISLATION  AFFECTING  LAND-USE 

Congressional  Activities 

AGRICULTURE 

H.R.  12747.   Mr.  Golden 

"To  provide  for  the  production  for  use  for  the  unemployed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Civilian  Cooperative  Agency."  The  purpose  of  the  bill 
is  to  provide  land,  suitable  housing,  equipment,  etc.,  and  an 
equitable  share  and  distribution  for  the  unemployed.  The  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture  is  directed  to  purchase  and  subdivide 
land,  construct  houses,  provide  seeds  and  other  facilities  to 
promote  garden  homesteads  which  may  be  leased  or  sold.  The 
Secretary  is  also  authorized  to  acquire  and  sell  factories 
and  equipment  for  the  use  of  the  Civilian  Cooperative  Production 
Agency.  Citizens  of  19  years  upward  may  enlist  in  the  Agency, 
compensation  to  be  25  cents  per  hour  of  6  hours  per  day  of. 
a  5  day  week.  He  may  share  in  the  net  profits,  such  share  to  be 
taken  out  in  trade  at  the  Agency.  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
is  to  cooperate  with  States  and  their  political  subdivisions 
and  production  cooperative  organizations.  $5,000,000,000  is 
appropriated  with  a  limitation  of  $1,000,000,000  for  any  one 
year. 

FARM  CREDIT 

H.R.  12515.   Mr.  Dies 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Emergency  Farm  Mortgage  Act  of  1933  by 
adding  a  new  section  (36A) .  The  bill  is  to  provide  for  loans 
to  counties  or  political  subdivisions  and  districts  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  any  State  in  which  the  United  States 
has  acquired  or  may  acquire  lands  for  purposes  of  watershed 
protection,  timber  production,  protection  of  grazing  areas. 
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or  preservation  of  v/ildlife.  Such  loans  are  to  refinance 
outstanding  indebtedness.   To  Committee  on  Agriculture, 

FLOOD  CONTROL  AND  NAVIGATION 

H.R.  12509.   Mr.  South 

Bill  to  authorize  a  preliminary  examination  of  the  Colorado 
River  in  Texas  with  a  view  toward  flood  control.  To  Committee 
on  Flood  Control. 

H.R.  12517.   Mr.  Parsons 

Bill  to  appropriate  $250,000,000  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  system  and  policy  of  flood  control  and  for 
the  acquisition  of  forest  lands  on  v/hich  the  restoration  and 
maintenance  of  suitable  forest  conditions  will  aid  in  preventing 
and  controlling  floods  at  their  source,  and  for  necessary  ex- 
penses incident  to  conducting  on  lands  acquired  under  the  Act 
of  March  1,  1911,  as  amended,  such  reforestation,  and  other 
protection,  improvement,  and  development  of  the  form  and 
conditions  in  which  forests  will  render  the  most  effective 
watershed  services,  and  for  cooperative  protection  improvements 
and  facilities  on  watersheds  pursuant  to  sections  1  and  2  of 
the  Act  approved  June  7,  1924  (U.S.C,  title  16,  sees.  564  and 
565) ,  as  a  further  aid  in  preventing  and  controlling  floods. 

H.R.  12533.  Mr.  Pierce 

H.R.  12554.  Mr.  Culkin 

Bill  authorizing  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  Black  and  Moose 
Rivers,  New  York,  with  a  view  toward  flood  control. 
To  Committee  on  Flood  Control. 

S.  4566.  Mr.  McNary  and  Mr.  Steiwer 

Bill  similar  to  H.R.  11658  and  S.  4178  introduced  March  5th 

for  the  purpose  of  authorizing  completion  of  the  Bonneville 

Dam  Project  in  Oregon,  begun  under  NIRA  and  providing  for  the 

sale  of  unused  electrical  energy  to  corporations  not  organized 

for  profit. 

To  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  of  the  House. 

To  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  Senate. 

FLOOD  RELIEF 

H.R.  12560.  Mr.  Dunn 

Bill  to  provide  full  compensation  to  workers,  farmers  and 
business  men  for  losses  suffered  in  the  flood  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania where  the  damage  caused  could  have  been  prevented 
or  lessened  by  carrying  out  a  program  of  flood  control.  A 
Commission  is  to  be  created  to  apportion  the  $25,000,000  appro- 
priated. 
To  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 
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GRAZING 

H.R.  12698.  Mr.  Scrugham 

Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  Interior  to  establish  and 
administer  additional  grazing  districts  in  Nevada  under  the 
Taylor  Grazing  Act  without  regard  to  the  80  million  acres 
limitation  contained  in  Section  1  of  that  Act.  Reported  favor- 
ably to  the  House. 

IRRIGATION  AND  RECLAMATION 
H.R.  12663.  Mr,  White 

Bill  to  authorize  a  preliminary  study  and  survey  of  a  hydro- 
electric power  project  at  Cabinet  Gorge  on  the  Clark  Fork  of 
the  Columbia  River  and  a  reclamation  project  for  the  Rathdrum 
Prairie  area. 
To  Committee  on  Irrigation  and  Reclamation. 

NATIONAL  FORESTS 

H.R.  12597.  Mr.  Schneider 

Bill  to  authorize  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation  to 
make  loans  to  political  subdivisions  in  National  Forest  Re- 
serves secured  by  pledge  of  future  receipts  of  sale  of  timber. 
To  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency. 

SOIL  CONSERVATION 

H.R.  12294.  Mr.  Kniffin 

Bill  to  amend  the  Soil  Conservation  Act  of  1935  by  adding 
provisions  to  confer  power  upon  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
to  encourage  the  maintenance  of  a  continuous  supply  of  sugar 
at  fair  prices,  by  making  payments  in  connection  v/ith  the 
increase  in  domestic  consumption  of  sugar  based  upon  a  tariff 
differential  provided  no  child  labor  is  employed  or  number  or 
area  of  sharecroppers  is  not  reduced. 
To  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

STREAM  POLLUTION 

H.R.  12764.  Mr.  Vinson 

S.  4627.  Mr.  Earkley.   Committee  on  Commerce. 

Bill  to  create  a  Division  of  Stream  Pollution  Control  in  the 
Bureau  of  Public  Health  Service.  Its  function  is  to  encourage 
cooperative  activities  by  the  several  States  for  prevention 
and  abatement  of  pollution;  collect  and  disseminate  information; 
make  studies  and  surveys  of  specific  problems.  There  is  pro- 
vision for  grants-in-aid  for  States  or  subdivisions  or  private 
corporations  for  the  elimination  of  the  discharge  of  pollution 
into  the  "waters  of  any  area".   An  annual  appropriation  of 
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$300,000  is  made  for  the  Division,  and  $700,000  for  the  studies 

and  surveys. 

To  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce. 

State  Activities 


Current  Legislative  sessions ; 
ALABAMA 

S.B.  62-X  First  Special  Session. 
An  act  to  declare  the  public  policy  of  the  State  as  to  the 
control,  elimination  and  prevention  of  increase  of  wet,  swamp  or 
overflow  lands  as  affecting  the  public  health,  general  welfare  or 
public  convenience  or  in  aid  of  agriculture.  This  law  creates  each 
county  of  the  State  a  drainage  district,  and  designates  the  County 
Board  of  Revenue  or  Commisioners  to  exercise  the  powers  of  a  Board 
of  Drainage  Commissioners,  This  law  is  to  have  no  effect  upon  the 
drainage  districts  organized  under  the  "Alabama  Drainage  Law".  The 
Drainage  Commissioners  upon  petition  by  land  owners  may  engage  in  or 
assist  such  owners  in  constructing  and  maintaining  drainage  projects, 
using  county  equipment  where  possible,  or  to  rent  other  equipment. 
(See  page  16. ) 


-  GO  - 


-  31  - 


